Gentilly Terrace & Gardens Improvement Association
Meeting Minutes
May 13, 2009

· Neighborhood Vice President, Dan Falk, started the meeting at 7:09 p.m.
· There were approximately 40 people in attendance
· Treasurer’s Report (as of 5/31/2009)—Kim Schaefer:
· 
	The Centennial account has been combined with the general account.

	   Old general account balance    1901.71
	+ Centennial account balance     1943.80
                                                             $3, 845.51

· Kim Schaefer reported on the Gentilly Centennial Celebration financial outcome:
	$1,000.00—donated to the Gentilly Terrace School
	$7500.00—donated to Hike for Katrina
	$700.00—to GT&GIA for replacing neighborhood signs
	There are still fans, magnets, and books available for purchase—contact Kim at   	medmartinc@bellsouth.net or Kristy Wallisch at kwallisch@hotmail.com
	Kim also reported on the upcoming Gentilly Market Place which will be held the first 	Friday 	of June, July and August at the Oak Park Shopping Center parking lot.  GT&GIA 	will have a table at the June event.  Volunteers are needed to help set up and work the 	event.
· Mtumishi St. Julian, representing the Finance Authority of New Orleans, passed out information and spoke about the city’s Soft Second Loan Program for 1st –time homebuyers.  More information about this program can be accessed at www.financeauthority.org or by calling (504)524-5533
 
· Kristy Wallisch gave other outcomes of the Centennial Celebration:
· 350-400 people attended the event.
· The Gentilly Terrace historical book, written by Jonathon Pitt, has been distributed to UNO and the LA Historical Collection
· The book will be sold in October at the Gentilly Festival*
*Volunteers are needed from our organization to help with this event (please contact one of the board members for more information)

· Jonathon Pitt reported that the demolition request made by the owners of 4446 Arts St. was unanimously denied by the NCDC.  The owners still have the right to exercise the appeal option.  

· Kelly Butler reported that the city’s code enforcement agency contacted her on Friday April, requesting she send them a list of 20 blighted properties in GT&G.  

Kelly met with Tina Marquardt (Beacon of Hope) and Michelle Thompson (UNO) to discuss setting up a block captain program in our neighborhood.  The program would allow us to comprehensively survey our neighborhood every three months.  The Beacon of Hope would then take our data and create maps showing our progress (or lack there of).  This information would be helpful in:
	
· Having information readily available to give to code enforcement and other government agencies
· Economic development
· Monitoring Road Home/Louisiana Land Trust properties
Julie, an intern with the Beacon of Hope, presented more detailed information on this.  They are happy to partner and help us set up a system.
· Al and Jane Fandrich reported on the Beacon of Hope and the Society of Human Resources Conference volunteer weekend happening June 26th and 27th.  250 volunteers are planning on cleaning up and beautifying St. Roch and other neutral grounds in the area.  More information can be obtained by contacting Al and Jane at bayoulinx@cox.net

· Scott Darrah introduced Valerie Scott as Cynthia Hedge-Morrell’s new Community Relations Coordinator.

· Vice-President, Dan Falk, asked for nominations for 2009-10 Board Members.  The membership nominated and elected the following new officers and board members:
President—Dan Falk
Vice President—Al Fandrich
Treasurer—Kim Schaefer
Secretary—Kelly Butler

Board Members:
Doris Dillon
April Lauterbach
John Lyon
Nik Richard
Peter Ventress
Norman Whitley


