Gentilly Terrace & Gardens Improvement Association

Meeting Minutes

January 14, 2009

· Neighborhood President, Norm Whitley, started the meeting at 7:02. 

· There were approximately 30 people in attendance. 

· There was no Treasurer's report due to the absence of Treasurer Wayne Gillette. 

· Guest speaker JP Morrell did not show up.

· A representative from Edgewood Park asked the meeting attendees to sign a petition.  The petition was in regard to the house on the south-west corner of Gentilly and Franklin.  The owner of that house wants to open a medical office at that location.  It had previously had that type of use, but lost its conditional zoning since it wasn't operated as such for the last few years.   

· We reviewed our Goals and Mission from the past year and determined which items were still a priority:

· Blighted Property

· The first batch of properties in our neighborhood were brought before the Code Violation Hearings.  Those property owners who showed up were not fined, but were given 60 days to bring their properties into compliance.  The property owners who didn't show up at the hearings were fined.  

· It was frustrating to realize that the ones who showed up were allowed to drag this process out even further and that the ones that didn't show up probably will never do anything anyway.

· It was resolved to keep pursuing this issue in 2009.

· Public Safety

· The drug problem at Dreux and Venus was discussed.  It seems that people sell drugs near that corner (near the spot where the old Shell gas station had been). We will ask the neighborhoods of Lake Oaks, Milneburg, Seabrook, and Edgewood Park to go with us to the Third District to get some action on the problem.

· We are still working to put up Neighborhood Watch signs.  Officer Tran has been difficult to reach since the 3rd District was in the process of moving.  We will contact him soon.

· Organizational awareness which includes membership development

· We will continue to work to increase our membership.  

· Statistics regarding attendance at meetings:

· In 2007, 28 individual people attended GT&GIA meetings

· In 2008, 108 individual people attended GT&GIA meetings, 66 of them attended at least 2 meetings.

· City infrastructure (drainage, streets, sewerage, water supply, etc.)

· Recently, we have noticed work crews cleaning out storm drains in the area.

· Historical district maintenance and enhancement

· Council Person Cynthia Hedge-Morrell has proposed an ordinance which will create a Neighborhood Conservation District (NCD) in Gentilly Terrace.  The boundaries are: Elysian Fields Ave., Gentilly Blvd., Eastern St. and Mirabeau Ave.  This will keep anyone from demolishing a structure without first going before the Neighborhood Conservation District Committee.  The ordinance will be voted on soon.

· Zoning and neighborhood covenant enforcement

· We must determine what the neighborhood covenants are so that we can enforce them.

· Someone mentioned that someone put up a fence in front of their house in violation of the covenant.  It was stated that a fence of less than 7 feet in height does not need a permit.  That is how illegal fences can go up.

· How to get rid of FEMA trailers - it was determined that most people are waiting for them to get picked up.  The company doing that is working very slowly.

· Gentilly Terrace School

· We will continue to support the school.

· Franklin Avenue Fire Station

· $35,000 of the proceeds from the recent Gentilly Fest went toward the Fire Station and the Police Station. We will continue our relationship the firemen and see where we can help with their situation

· Kim Schaefer reported on the Holiday Door Decorating Contest.

· Kim asked that we all patronize the four sponsors who donated gift certificates for the winning doors: Cousin’s Seafood on Franklin Ave, Lafitte’s Café on Elysian Fields, Rouses Grocery on Franklin Ave., and JuJu Bag Café on Franklin Ave.

· Denise McConduit, who writes the Gentilly Warriors article for the Times Picayune, served as a judge for the contest.  There were 27 doors in the contest.

· Maria Montgomery won first place for her very unique door. It was a scene of a cozy fireplace, complete with a mantel with candles and garland, and stockings hung with care. There was a fire with real logs! 

· Second place went to Marian Arnoult Jackson, whose very elegant door was outlined in garland with lights and hand painted gold magnolia leaves. The red centerpiece on the door was also handmade and was complemented by the decorations on the porch and lawn.

· Jane and Al Flandrich were awarded third place for their beautiful door draped in gold lame’ with a wreath and garland of greenery and lights.  

· Patricia Hubbard was awarded Honorable Mention for her beautiful display of lights on the lawn which set off the wreath and Christmas trim around her door.

· The $270 proceeds from the Door Decorating Contest will go to support “the Centennial Celebration” to be held on Saturday, April 4, 2009 to mark the 100th Birthday of Gentilly Terrace.

· Kristy Wallisch reported on the progress of the Gentilly Terrace Centennial Celebration Working Group

· The profits from the celebration will go to Gentilly Terrace School.

· Volunteers are needed for the following Krewes (committees):

· Krewe du Food - Jane Faudrich, Maria Montgomery, and Betty Schlater are Krewe Captains.  They are finding food vendors for the festival.

· Krewe du Crafts - Eileen Ryan is Krewe Captain.  She will send out requests for applications from craft vendors via the Arts Council of New Orleans, who have 1600 artists on their mailing list. Eileen is also working on nonprofits (fire department, NOPD) who would like to be at the event.

· Krewe du Neighborhood  Association (needs a captain!) will sell tickets for the Tour of Homes, as well as sign up people to be members of the association.  Also, our book "History of Gentilly Terrace and Gardens" will be on sale.

· Krewe du Hospitality (needs a captain!) will organize and direct activities on the day of the event.

· Krewe du Fun (needs a captain!) will arrange children's activities and also find musicians for the festival.

· Krewe du Home Tours - Maxine Voiron, Lydia Senn, Marion Arnoult Jackson, and Janet Maumus are Krewe Captains.  They are organizing the Tour of Homes during which you will be able to get a peek inside some of the grand old homes here in the neighborhood.

· Krewe du History - Jonathan Pitt is Krewe Captain.  He is gathering old pictures and articles about the neighborhood to be included in our book "History of Gentilly Terrace and Gardens". 

· Krewe du Cash - Kim Schaefer is Krewe Captain.  She will handle the finances of the festival.

· Krewe du School - Kim Schaefer is Krewe Captain.   She will coordinate with Gentilly Terrace School to arrange for performances by the school children.

· Krewe du Souvenirs - Doris Dillon is Krewe Captain.  She is buying souvenirs to be sold at the festival.

· Krewe du News/PR - Kristy Wallisch is handling promotion and PR for the event.

· John Lyon gave an update on beautification.

· Monique from Hike for KaTREEna is still has a goal of 100 trees to be planted in New Orleans.  Her organization provides free labor, the recipient of the tree only has to commit to watering the tree for 1 year.  

· If you have anything to contribute to the website (i.e. pictures, info, updates, etc.) please please let John know by emailing him.  His email address is located on the website. 

· The Brother Martin High School issue was discussed.

· Several closeby neighbors, Norm, and Wayne Gillette will meet with Brother Martin soon.  There are parking issues to discuss as well as their intentions for the western side of Mandeville St.  

· Brother Martin owns 4 properties on the block—one has already been demolished, one is slated to be demolished (they have obtained a demolition permit), and two are rented. 

· In regard to Membership and Association development, Dan Falk asked everyone to pay their 2009 dues.

· Norm mentioned that Neighborhood Partnership Network wants to focus on Gentilly Terrace and Gardens for the next 3 months.  They will come to our next meeting to determine what needs we have that they can help us with.

· Norm also mentioned that Bancroft Park wants Gentilly Terrace and Gardens to join the Bayou St. John Conservation Alliance.  The alliance was formed to help bring back the ecological health of Bayou St. John.  The alliance wants the flood structures that separate the bayou from Lake Pontchartrain to be opened as often as possible so that the bayou isn't just a stagnant pond. We will join the alliance to help bring back Bayou St. John.

