Gentilly Terrace & Gardens Improvement Association
Meeting Minutes
October 9, 2008
· Neighborhood President, Norm Whitley, started the meeting at 7:00.
· There were approximately 50 people in attendance.
· In Treasurer Wayne Gillette’s absence, April Lauterbach reported that the organization has $819.00.
· Nick Lagattuta, Facility Director for Brother Martin High School, spoke to the organization about properties Brother Martin has purchased and intends to purchase on the 4400 block of Mandeville St.
· Brother Martin owns 4 properties on the block—one has already been demolished, one is slated to be demolished (they have obtained a demolition permit), and two are rented.
· They reason they are demolishing the property, as stated by Mr. Lagattuta, is because it would be too costly to repair it.
· Mr. Lagattuta stated that Brother Martin is interested in purchasing any property located near the school.
· After a very heated conversation Mr. Nick Lagattuta stated that Br. Martin does not have a master plan.
· Mr. Whitley stated the area is zoned as RS1.
· The discussion ended with an agreement to continue this conversation with residents and representatives from Br. Martin.

· The next guest speaker was Inspector General Robert Cerasoli. Mr. Cerasoli expressed his gratitude for making the IG office permanent (voted on in October by the citizens of New Orleans). 
· Mr. Cerasoli took the job on June 12, 2007.
· He and his office are paid by tax payer money—he works for you.
· His job is to prevent and detect fraud and abuse.
· “It’s about changing systems—80% detection and 20% conviction.”
· His biggest challenge is “getting up to speed.”
· The city does not know how much property it owns.
· Any discoveries are turned over to the ethics review board.  He does not have the power to prosecute—that is up to the people.
· The IG cannot participate in any political party
· The next mayor must make partnering with the IG a priority.
· He can be contacted at 681-3000 or rcerasoli@aol.com.  His office is located at 525 St. Charles Ave.
· In January there will be a new hotline opened with whistleblower protection.

Kim Schaefer gave a quick update on the Centennial Celabration:
	-We will have a holiday door decorating contest.  More info to come.
Kelly Butler gave a quick update on beautification (for John Lyon who could not attend because of a previous engagement) and quality of life.
  -John has a “walk through” planned with Monique from Hike for KaTREEna to select
   planting sites.
	-If anyone wants trees planted please let John know.
-If you have anything to contribute to the new and improved website (i.e. pictures, info, updates, etc.) please please let John know by emailing him.  His email is located on the website.


