Gentilly Terrace and Gardens Improvement Association
Membership Meeting Minutes
August 13, 2008
· Board member, Doris Dillon, started the meeting at 7:09 p.m. (President, Norm Whitley, was unable to lead the meeting due to a death in his family).

· Scott Darrah, spoke to the members about two issues:
(1) Representing Councilperson, Cynthia Hedge-Morrell, Mr. Darrah stated that her office has received a commitment from code enforcement that Gentilly Terrace was first on the list of Gentilly neighborhoods to have a sweep performed.  The sweeps are done on 6 x 6 blocks and should be done in about two weeks.
(2)  Next, Mr. Darrah spoke on behalf of GCIA.  The UNO campus police force is looking to expand their patrol area.  The proposed expanded area encompasses Franklin to Paris Avenues and UNO to Filmore Ave.
a. Mr. Darrah stated that the Chief of Police needs to know we want this.
b. The campus police would have the same powers as the levee, harbor, and bridge police.
c. In addition, the Gentilly Development District would like to incorporate a police district.
· Treasurer’s report: Mr. Gillette stated the organization has $670.00 in its account.

· Spokesperson for the Gentilly Fest, Janet Mulmus, reported that $23,000 of the $50,000 needed for the festival has been secured.  Volunteers are needed to work the various booths on the day of the festival. They are still looking for food and craft venders.  Please volunteer. Please attend a meeting.

· Ms. Dillon asked for recommendations for GT&GIA’s Night Out Against Crime.  There were suggestions made for a Halloween party for kids.

· Mr. Gillette asked the membership if they would like to have political candidates speak at the next meeting.  The majority of the membership responded “yes” but with time limits.




· Mr. Gillette reported on GCIA’s recent meeting:
· Mr. JP Morrell spoke about general taxing district.  To promote commercial development.   
· There is question as to who will be seated on this board.  Mr. Morrell stated that it will have to be comprised of local politicians until it is established.
· The election in October will have a constitutional amendment to change Louisiana’s eminent domain law.  
· Possible plans for a bike path along Elysian Fields Ave.  Extending from Mirabeau to Robert E. Lee Blvd.
· NORA spokesperson was there.  They do not have any properties yet for lot next door.  

· Ms. Dillon gave the neighborhood watch report: 
· We are having our 4th and last neighborhood watch next week at which time we will get our signs.   
· Jonathon Pitt reported witnessed an air conditioner being stolen out of a neighbor’s window. The police took several hours to respond. The responding  officer stated that reason for slow response was that it was not the homeowner making the complaint.  Crime is a big issue—little police response.
· Kim Schaeffer spoke on our centennial celebration:
· It will be held at the school, April 4th, 2009.  
· The school is going to participate.  
· Home tours—interior and exterior. The tours will be self-guided with maps.  
· They are working on a Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities grant which must be submitted by Dec.
· Want to come up with a logo—a Catchy name???
· Proposed time is 11:00-6:00
· There will not be access to the school but will be held on the school’s property.
· If anyone has old pictures or has a house they would like on the tour please contact Kristy or Kim.
· Doris asked for people to volunteer for membership walk to take place on Saturday
· Kelly Butler reported on code enforcement and quality of life:
· She will be submitting properties which are in code violation to Mr. Darrah and Mrs. Hedge-Morrell.
· The Beacon of Hope has agreed to help Gentilly Terrace and Gardens with surveying and data organization.


