Gentilly Terrace and Gardens Improvement Association
Meeting Minutes
July 9, 2008
President Norman Whitley called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. with a welcome greeting, an introduction of the board, and a reminder to pay your dues and/or join the neighborhood association.
There were approximately 50 people in attendance.
· Treasurer, Wayne Gillette, reported our organization has $640.00 in our bank account.
· Charlotte Tillman, the newly hired Principle of Gentilly Terrace School, presented her personal/professional information, gave details about the upcoming school year, and answered some questions:
· Ms. Tillman’s most recent educational experience is with New Leaders of New Schools.
· The student/teacher ratio for the upcoming year will not change.  It will remain at about 1:25.
· She realizes the school has some hard work to do (in light of this year’s test scores) but believes the school will improve.
· Norm has met with her to discuss a “work party” to be held by the neighborhood.
· Laurie Watt, the new President of GCIA, spoke about the association’s new goals, objectives, and plans.  She also asked for input from Gentilly Terrace residents.
· Ms. Watt stated that GCIA needs a marketing plan
· The Gentilly Fest date has been set for October 11, 2008.
· If anyone would like to reserve a booth for food or crafts please contact her on the GCIA website or at laurie.watt@hilton.com
· The committee meets every two weeks at the Pontilly Beacon.
· Norm asked for a Gentilly Terrace resident to represent us on the festival committee.
· Raymond Breux from Global Green gave a presentation about the Build it Right Program.
· The program will kick-off sometime in Sept.
· Three seed schools have been selected to receive solar panals, weather stripping, etc.
· The program wants to adopt two more schools and make them LEED certified.
· Presentation on Alliance for Affordable Energy-this is the City Council’s (Shelly Midura) energy program initiative which will help people make their homes more energy efficient.
Committee Presentations:
Safety/Security
Dan Falk reported on the 1st Neighborhood Watch meeting which was about personal safety.  The next meeting will be held July 30th at 6:30 at Gentilly Terrace School.  The final meeting will be held on August 20th.  

Beautification
John Lyon is working on setting up a walk-through meeting with Monique (Katreena) to identify tree types and spots.  The targeted time for planting is in October.  People need to commit to watering donated trees for one year.  
· Trees will be planted on neutral grounds, public space, and even private property.
*John asks if anyone with website development know-how would be able to assist him with our     website.

Centennial Celebration
Kristy Wallisch reported that the committee meets at 6:30 at the school on meeting nights—all are welcome.

Saturday April 4, 2009 is the selected day for the celebration.  She hopes we can have it at the school and that the students, parents, and teachers will be involved.

A home tour is being planned as is a booklet.  Jonathon Pitt is gathering historical information.

If anyone wants to participate in planning or helping with the event please contact Kristy at kwallisch@hotmail.com


Quality of Life

Kelly Butler reported that she has little success in reaching Councilperson Hedge-Morrell to help organize a Code Enforcement Sweep.

Residents should continue to send pictures/information/addresses to her at kgherty@hotmail.com so that we can maintain an inventory of blighted properties.

The code enforcement agency has begun holding hearings.  Thus far Gentilly Terrace has not had any properties included in the hearings.  
We should continue to monitor this.  We need to be more aggressive with our councilperson!!!




