Gentilly Terrace & Gardens Improvement Association
Meeting Minutes
June 11, 2008

· President, Norm Whitley opened the meeting at 7:08 p.m.

· Jonathon Williams, Principal of Gentilly Terrace School, announced informed us that he and the assistant principal have turned in their letters of resignation.  He will remain at the school through summer.  He asked that the neighborhood continue to support the school.

· John Lyon gave a progress report about neighborhood beautification.  Having met with Elizabeth Falcon from NPN, a representative from the Seabrook neighborhood association, and Monique Pilie founder of Hike for Katreena, Mr. Lyon arranged Ms. Pilie to speak.
· Ms. Pilie stated she can help get trees planted in GT & G.  They can be planted on public property (i.e. neutral grounds,  nature strips, parks, and playgrounds) or on private property as long as it benefits the neighborhood.  
· Ms. Pilie will help get permits, help with tree selection, provide equipment, and volunteers.
· To get trees planted residents must commit to taking care (watering) of the trees for one year.
· Ms. Pilie asks that the neighborhood talk about what types and how many trees they would need.  She recommends creating uniformity.
Contact info for Ms. Pilie: info@hikeforkatreena.com
			       www.hikeforkatreena.com
                                           504-301-5628

· Dan Falk reported that there have been two neighborhood walks which have resulted in collecting contact information for 25 residents.  There will be more of these held on Saturday mornings.  Mr. Falk has put up meeting notice signs.  Doris Dixon has created cards which announce meeting dates.  You are asked to take some and distribute to your neighbors.
· Kristy Wallisch, heading up GT & G 100th year anniversary in 2009, asked for suggestions as to how we should celebrate our centennial.  
Gentilly Terrace & Gardens  Centennial 2009 suggestions as compiled by Ms. Wallisch:
Important----be a presence at the Gentilly Festival on Sat, October 11!!!
Dates 
· Tue Feb 24 Mardi Gras
· Sat Mar 7
· Sat Mar 14 St. Patrick’s/St. Joseph’s Day events?
· Sat Mar 21
· Sat Mar 28
· Sat Apr 4
· Sat Apr 11 Easter weekend
· Sat Apr 18 FQ Quarter Festival
· Sat Apr 25 Jazz Fest
Ideas
· Public art
· Music (neighborhood musicians?)
· Food (neighborhood/local vendors)
· At Gentilly Terrace Elementary
· Plant 100 trees
· Local arts and crafts (check with Franklin Ave coffeehouse re local artists; Robert Palmer at robertaquarius@yahoo.com; art market coordinators)
· Historic homes walking tour/open house
· Contest: the longest-term resident? The newest/youngest resident?
· Historic marker
· Scrapbook: old pictures, maps
· Yard signs (like the “I’m coming back” signs people made post-Katrina) (see fundraising)
Fundraising
· Talk to PRC: do they have experience with these?
· Plant sale
· T-shirt and/or house flag sales
· Guess the oldest house
· Yard sign sale (like the “I’m coming back” signs people made post-Katrina. Maybe get the Gentilly Terrace students to make them; neighborhood assoc could sell them and split proceeds between school PTO and neighborhood assoc)

· Kelly Butler reported on the progress of Quality of Life issues (zoning, covenants, etc.).  She met with Patty Gay and Michelle Kimball at the PRC who recommended identifying zoning in the neighborhood and two blocks on either side.  The Office of Recovery and Development Administration (ORDA) has established a Code Enforcement agency and has begun neighborhood “sweeps” designed to address blight.  At this time it is important for our neighborhood to identify and categorize all blighted property.  Ms. Butler is working to contact ORDA as well as obtaining a property listing of blighted property.

· New Business:

· Mr. Whitley spoke about meeting with the Chairman of the Board of Milne.  They are looking for money to restore the property.
· There are post office services available at the old site.  Hours of operation are M-F 10:00-5:00 and Sat (hours unknown).
· The 1st of 4 Neighborhood Watch meetings will be held at the Gentilly Terrace School on June 17th at 6:30 p.m.  Everyone is encouraged to come and bring a neighbor. 
· The Third District police station is considering Paris Ave as its new location.
· Marty Rowland, GT&G NCDC representative, is attending his first NCDC meeting on June 16th.  GT&G does not have any properties on the list as of right now.  The NCDC meetings are held every two weeks.  If you have any questions or comments contact Mr. Rowland at dr.marty@bellsouth.net. 
· Presenters already scheduled to speak at the next meeting are:
· Nancy Little—providing information on the Franklin Ave. fire station.
· Global Green
· Laurie Watt—Gentilly Civic Improvement Association’s newly elected president.


