Gentilly Terrace & Gardens Improvement Association

Meeting Minutes

February 11, 2009

· Neighborhood President, Norm Whitley, started the meeting at 7:03. 

· There were approximately 35 people in attendance. 

· David of “New Orleans Committee to Reopen Charity” gave a presentation of the reasons why Charity will be reopened earlier and at a lower cost if it is renovated in it's old location rather than being built in the proposed location.  For further info, go to the website of the Foundation for Historical Louisiana: www.fhl.org  

· Kristy Wallisch reported on the progress of the Gentilly Terrace Centennial Celebration Working Group

· The Celebration will be held April 4th.

· Volunteers are still needed, so come to the next planning meeting at Cousin's Seafood on February 12th at 7PM.

· John Lyon gave an update on beautification.

· Monique from Hike for KaTREEna still has a goal of 100 trees to be planted in Gentilly.  Her organization provides free labor, the recipient of the tree only has to commit to watering the tree for 1 year.  

· Al Hardouin reported that he got his whole block interested in planting trees.  Monique and her crew planted 40 trees on his block (the 4900 block of Arts St.) in a single day.

· If you have anything to contribute to the website (i.e. pictures, info, updates, etc.) please let John know by emailing him.  His email address is located on the website. 

· He will be upgrading the website soon.  He will be taking it to the next level of sophistication

· Jane Faudrich reported that Beacon of Hope has plenty of volunteers to help with rebuilding and landscaping in Gentilly.  They have a large group of volunteers with the Human Resources Association coming into town at the end of June.  They will be looking for some way to help during the weekend of June 27th and 28th.

· The Brother Martin High School issue was discussed.

· Norm stated that Cynthia Hedge-Morrell will re-write the legislation which will create the Neighborhood Conservation District (NCD) in Gentilly Terrace.

· Next week, Norm, Kelly Butler, Julie Leblanc and Jocelyn Thomas will meet with Brother Martin to discuss the future of the lots that they own, Brother Martin's future relationship with the neighborhood, a Neighborhood Parking Permit program, Brother Martin's commandeering of Marigny Street as a one-way street, and the possible use of a net to keep foul balls from hitting cars on Marigny Street near the baseball field.

· The house on the south-west corner of Franklin and Gentilly Blvd.

· Norm stated that Cynthia Hedge-Morrell will not allow any changes to the zoning of the property until more research is done on the issue.

· Representatives from Edgewood Park (Loretta Parent and John Lambert), along with our own Micki  Barthelemy, asked for our help to stop the rezoning.  The owner of the house (Dr. David Millaud) wants to open a medical office at that location.  He is asking for BS1 zoning which will allow beauty shops, flower shops, and restaurants.  It had previously had that type of use, but lost its conditional zoning since it wasn't operated as such for the last few years.

· There have been several delays in regard to voting this issue up or down, but we were asked to be persistent to stop this zoning change. 

· Security Issues at Dreux and Franklin

· Because of recent drug activity at this corner, Major Greg Elder of the 3rd police district will meet with Norm, Kelly Butler and representatives from Seabrook Neighborhood Association to discuss the situation.

· Quality of Life

· Norm warned everyone of the recent crimes in the area: the workers who were robbed in the 1600 block of Mirabeau and also the Sewerage and Water Board impostor.

· Progress on Blighted Houses – Beacon of Hope (Connie Uddo and Rita Legrand) will help us with this in the future.  They have a lot of experience in Lakeview.

· Norm stated that Sheriff Guzman has offered to help us get more Neighborhood Watch signs through a granting process.

· Norm asked everyone to think of an official slogan for Gentilly Terrace and Gardens.

· Since District 97 elections are April 4th, several candidates spoke for a few minutes each:

· Jared Brossett

· Dalton Savwoir

· Nik Richard

· Oliver "Bishop OC" Coleman

